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FACT SHEET 

Question: What finished intelligence items containing 

indications of the impending Tet offensive reached the 
' Joint Chiefs of Staff during the period 15-30 January i960? 

1. >^fcfcTne Chairman was briefed six times weekly (Monday- 
Saturc^xi on the situation in South Vietnam. In addition, 
he received General Westmoreland's comments and evaluations 
via "Eyes Only" messages. The Chairman's office provided 
copies of these messages to each of the Service Chiefs. 

Each of the service chiefs was briefed on a regular .basis 
by his respective service intelligence personnel- Also, 
the Defense Intelligence Agency provided a vreekly briefing 
to the Joint Chiefs of Staff on the war in South Vietnam. 

2. / In addition to the briefings noted above, the 

DefefTSe intelligence Agency published six separate _ items 
in the Defense Intelligence Summary during tne period_ 

1^-30 January. Two of -these items were also publisher 
in the Daily Joint Staff 0P3-IKT Summary . Eoth publica¬ 
tions are provided to the office of the Chairman, joint 
Chiefs of Staff and the _offices of each service chiei, 

- and-presuroably-were. seen by - all- int—Cn 1. ft *. s.^o T ° - 

Staff. Attached are pertinent items published in the 
DIA INTSTJM, the Joint Staff OPS-INT and the SEC DEF/ 

JCS Briefing. 


13 Enclosures a/s 
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C DE?/JCS BRIEFING 
15 JANUARY 1953 


E22-IY ACTIVITY IN SOUTH VIETNAM LAST WEEK WAS CHARACTERIZED 

1 


BY HEAVY FIGHTING THROUGH UEDIS-SDAY AID THEN A REDUCTION IN- 
INTENSITY THE ESMALDER OF THE PERIOD. THE HIGH-LEVEL OF XKCTDErij.S 
AKD BATTALION-SIZED /STACKS THAT HAVE BEST,’ REFORTED SINCE THE END OF 
TEE~KEW YEAR’S TRUCE SEEM TO HAVE ABATED FOR THE-MOMENI.—A- SSRTES ,..... 

i 

OF MAJOR ENGAGE-SITS CLOSE TO SAIGON (FOUR HI FIVE DAYS) MAY 

» 

f 

INDICATE THE COMMUNISTS ARE SHIFTING THEIR ATTENTION FROM THE 
SPARSELY-POPULATED INTERIOR BORDER REGIONS TO THE POPULATED AREAS 

I 

I 
♦ 

TO BRING MORE PRESSURE ON TEE : RVN GOVERNMENT. 

I 

******** 

» ' 

• • 

PERHAPS THESE RECENT LAPIS-SCALE ATTACKS NEAR SAIGON ARE. PART OF 

1 

AK IKDICAIED VC/lWA PIAN TO LAUNCH A GENERAL OFFBInSTVE DURING Tho 

4 

COMEDO SPRING iffiD SUI^HLH PERIOD. REFERENCES TO SUCH AH ATTEr!?T HAVE 

I 

BEES MADE BECEDCU IN TOO ENE'-H KJC&I4EETS CAPTURED IN QUANG NGAI 

1 


fc{D QUANG HAM PROVINCES. BOTH BEAR ENTRIES OF 12 NOVEMBER 19o7 WEl 

|tAIE TEAT "UNCLE HO AND THE PARTY HAVE ORDERED A GENERAL. MILITARY 

OTTENSIVS IN -CONJUNCTION WITH A GENERAL CIVILIAN UPRISING. " 

% 

m 

THE DOCUMENTS GO ON TO STATE THAI A DECISIVE VICTORY WAS TO 
EE AC HI E V ED IK THIS WAY DURING I 968 . AISO, SPECIFIC BEFEEEN^^^^ 



MADE TO A' DETERMINATION TO 
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during the campaign and that emphasis mould be placed on harassment 

OF LOC’S. 

< 

THIS LAST ORDER BRINGS t 6 MUD THE ROAD MINING BldDENT LAST 


FRIDAY IN s-JHICH GUERRILLAS 3LT..-U? SEVEN BRIDGES ALONG STRATEGIC 


\ , 


ROUTE #1 ABOVE DA HANG. ( 



******** 
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Enemy reconnaissance and probing actions con- 
je , and numerous aircraft and helicopters landing 
the area have received 12.7-mm or .50-cal machine 
j fire from the surrounding hills. Although the 
.emy has not launched any major .ground assaults 
/ainst Allied positions at Khe Sanh and on strat- 
.gic hills to the north and northwest, captured NVA 
soldiers and documents indicate that attacks will 
be launched before Tet starts on 30 January. 

t ** 


t 
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A prisoner from the 95C Regiment, 325C Division, 
es a political officer in his unit as saying 
t the plan of attack called for withdrawal to 
if the first offensive against the base was 
ed back. Then, another assault would be made 
Tet, when maneuver elements would be supported 
tillery and tanks and reinforced by "twice as 
many troops." According to the prisoner’s company 
commander, the second attack — if one was "necessary" 
. . (Continued) 
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would start on 3 February, and Khe Sanh "would be 
for the Americans what Dien Bien Phu was for the 
French." 

t » 

An estimated seven or eight regiments, plus 
combat support elements, now threaten the Khe Sanh 
area, and uncertain weather and the large number of 
refugees compound the difficulties of defense. The 
attack appears imminent, and may be accompanied by 
coordinated actions elsewhere, at least 1st Corps. 


Numerous small-unit contacts were reported 
elsewhere in 1st Corps on the 25th. Early on the 
26th, enemy mortar crews placed 40 rounds on the 

US base at Phu Bai in Thua Thien Province. In addi¬ 
tion to the mortar attack on Phu Bai, mortar and 
ground attacks against Camp Holloway at Pleiku and 
An Khe camp complex occurred on 26 January. In the 
attack against Camp Holloway, US forces suffered 
22 wounded, and three helicopters received major 
damage. Fifteen other aircraft were lightly damaged. 

In. the.-attack on-An Khe, two-US-were killed-and-ll-- 

wounded. Two C-120s received major damage and some 
facilities and equipment were destroyed. The enemy 
had seven killed and one captured. 


Attacks by fire and interdiction of lines of 
communication throughout the Corps area will probably 
increase as the fighting in Quang Tri intensifies. 

In addition to the strongpoints in northern Quang Tri 
Province,‘priority targets are the air base at Da 
Nang, the ARVN base at La Vang near Quang Tri City, 
and the numerous' cities and towns along the coast. 


--Action- at Phu- Cat-Continues- 


( 



On 25 January, for the third day in». a row, six 
companies of the 1st ROK Regiment reinforced by two 
US platoons made contact with enemy units southeast 
of Phu Cat in Binh Dinh Province. Latest casualty 
figures list 179 enemy troops killed and nine detaine 
»8 individual weapons and 13 crew-served weapons have 
'Seen captured. Friendly losses are five killed and 1 
Sounded, all Koreans. 

(Continued) 
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